LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
suiting any longer to be borne. It was also clearly realized
by those in high authority in Ireland that they were being
blamed for neglect with regard to matters about which
they were generally thought to be responsible, or at least
cognisant, but of which they were being kept in ignorance,
and this damaged their reputation at home and injured
their prospects in no small degree.
After the insurrection Lord Cathcart had been appointed
to succeed General Fox as Commander of the Forces in
Ireland, and the Chief Secretary, writing on the 9th
October to Pole Carew, Secretary to Charles Yorke, on
the transport of two regiments which were being sent
out of the country without the Viceroy's consent, says in
a letter marked "Private and most Confidential":
"... It would be madness in a Lord Lieutenant to
attempt to direct or control the military operations, but
no plan should be formed, much less carried into execution,
without being submitted to him; for if all authority does
not appear, at least, to emanate from him it is much better
that there should be no Lord Lieutenant. I speak of this
the more feelingly because I think our military force
very inadequate to the defence of the country in case the
enemy should effect a landing with ten or twelve thousand
men, and it behoves us who are personally, attached to
Lord Hardwicke, as well as to the general interests of the
State, to take care that he be not considered responsible
when he has neither authority nor control. ... I have
no difficulty in saying to you that if I had ever conceived
it possible that the orders of the Army should have gone
directly to the Commander of the Forces in Ireland from
the Duke of York and not have been communicated by
the Secretary of State through the Lord Lieutenant, I
never would have accepted my present situation. I should
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